





CHALLENGING,

EXCITING, ENJOYABLE & RELEVANT

In line with the National Curriculum and the Six Key Questions of the
Barnsley Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education, we have developed our
curriculum so that children learn about a variety of religions and social
development points throughout their time at school. The West Meadows
progressive curriculum document supports the progression of substantive
content and concepts which have been carefully selected and well-sequenced
so a child should know more and revisit knowledge and concepts to ensure

depth and rigour over time.

Our well-sequenced RE curriculum prepares pupils with the prior knowledge,
including content, concepts and vocabulary, that they need for subsequent key
questions in all year groups. At West Meadows, we have identified the
necessary background knowledge that pupils need to learn for a topic and

ensured that the curriculum is ordered to accommodate this.

RE in school provides a balance of opportunities for children to learn about
and learn from religion. We believe that learning from religion provides huge
scope for developing children’s spirituality. As a school, we wholeheartedly
believe that a high-quality religious education, which promotes a celebration
of all cultures and religions, centred around spiritual, moral, social and cultural
(SMSC) development is essential in promoting strong shared values among
children as well as a knowledge and respect for different people's faiths,

teelings and values.



AT WEST MEADOWS, THE RE COVERAGE FOR EACH HALF TERM HAS BEEN THOUGHTFULLY CONSIDERED
T0 ENSURE THAT ALL STEMAJOR WORLD RELLGIOUS ARE COVERED IN ALL YEAR GROUPS EACH TERM.
THIS ENSURES THAT THE CONTENT OF EACH SESSTON TS PURPOSEFUL, MEANINGFUL AND HAS A
RELEVANT CONTEXT FOR OUR CHILDREN TO ENGAGE WITH.
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Iy ypucial? Understanding stories that
explain some of life's questions. :

Curvieatuny Objective & Key Knowtedge & g :

Lesson 1: | know some stories that demonstrate miracles.
Knewledge: | know that a miracle is an extragrdinary event that goes
againgt nature and that Christians believe it caused by God | know .
that Chrictianc believe thar Jecug i< central figure of Chrictianity and 2 ¥
ity founder. | know some commen parables invelving miracles: The ’ n
miracles of the loaves and the fish (See R.E knowledge doc). -
Lesson % Islam
Lesgon 2: | know how some stories from the Torah can be uged to 1 e & & f1i=14ime =}
Underst how Muslims show
explain some of life's duestions: Jonah & Samuel, nderstanding how Muslims sho
Knowledge: | know that seme Jewish stories try to exglain life's ! raspeet Ior thair noly text,

questions. | know the cvents within the Jenah & the Whale and
Samuel (See RE knowledge doc), -

Lesson 3 1 Rnow now
I krwrw how L0 S
handle the sacred text

Kaowledge: | know that Muclimg held the book with both hands and
read it while sitting | know that when Muslims are reciting the .
Quran other Muslims stay silent and listen. | know that before (]
reading the Guran Muslims must perform a ricual wash, known

e how Muslims revereg the Holy Quran.
5 for some symibolic actions wied to

as wudw, | know that a non-Muslim should not handle the sacred text ~ B

when printed in Arabic, but they may listen ta tapes of the Quran or Lesson i Hinduism

handle a non-Arabic translation | know that thote who are unable to " d c't d‘ tl = f .

nandle the Quran should either avold handling the Quran oF Rold it Understan 1“5 e meanl“g o1 some

while using some sort of barrier such as a cloth or a glove ]{indu Storieﬂ-

Lesson 4: | know how to discuss some Hindu steries: Canecha stories b
Knowledge: | know that Ganecha i€ a wvery popular god in Hinduigm and

wat ane of the mott warchipped. | know that Hindu tradition stateg
that Ganesha is a god of wisdem, success, and goed luck. | know that
the Hindu tradition calls Ganesha as the Vighneshvara (means one
who was the lord of obstacles or difficulties). | know that the Hindu
tradition states that by worchiping Ganesha, one can remove all
obstacles and difficulties (See K.E Knowledge: Lord Ganesha and Lard
Kubera)

Lesson 5 Sikhism
Lagzon 5 | badiy how to tall you about the Guru Granth Sahib and Ul‘lderstanding the imPCII'taHCE Of

detcribe u.'Hy it matters to Sikhg

that the Guru Granth Sahib is not jus what matters to Sikhs.
m. | know that before Guru Gobind 3
declared th E wuld be 0 more human Gunds o

Granth Sahib would ba the Cternal Guru a

-

Lesson & | know how to describe how followers of the Buddha revere the
writings of the Buddha. | know how To show that | understand a@ neason
for respecting other people’s holy books

Knowledge: | know many religions consider thelr seriptures to be the
revealed word of God or gods. | know that in Buddhiom it i underctood ) * -
Tt The SCTIPTUTES are Teachings of the historical Bugdha or enlightened
masbers. | know that Buddhists think it is Illll'.;t:!ll(l'lL Y l:-J wrnder stand and :‘essan & :iudd]"-mm
practice what the texts are teaching, not just "believe in® them. | know
that during 1 hip, Buddhiste will bow three times to raflact their '_'ndergtandj_ng how Buddhists
dédication to the Three Refuges, slLo BAswn a2 the Triple Gem oF s
: the Three Treasures, | know that the Three Refuges consist of the revere the 'ﬂntlngs of the ]
following seurces of authority. The Buddha: the BDhorma his teaching & -
the Sangha, the community of Buddhist practitioners o

An example of our progression through a key question for Year 3



'The intent of our Religious Education curriculum is to provide pupils with a
comprehensive and inclusive exploration of religions around the world,
fostering understanding, respect and critical thinking. Our approach adapts to
a Religion and Worldviews perspective, using local examples to make learning

relevant and engaging. Through our curriculum, we address six key questions:

e Why are these words special?

* Why are some places special?

Why are some times special?

What can be learned from the lives of significant people of faith?

How can faith contribute to community cohesion?

How do I and others feel about life and the universe around us?

'These questions guide our pupils to develop a deeper understanding of beliefs,
teachings, practises and forms of expression across various faiths. Our RE
curriculum aims to give pupils opportunities to learn about and learn from the
world's major religions, encouraging them to reflect on their own beliefs and

values while appreciating the diversity of others.
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BUILDING PROGRESSIVELY

ON TAUGHT SKILLS

RE is taught discretely to ensure depth and rigour, whilst being underpinned

by the accelerated learning approach to teaching and learning. It is delivered to
raise interest, self-esteem, creativity and aspirations of all our children. The
curriculum is rich and varied, which provides our pupils with the knowledge

and skills required for life in the 21st Century.

Within a sequence of RE lessons, children would be given chance to explore
religions through 6 key questions to ensure continuity and progression in each
year group. The questions are designed to guide and shape pupils' learning in
RE across the years of schooling. Pupils begin by handling the key questions
very simply, moving on to learn about and respond to religious objects and
ideas, to describe for themselves, to analyse information, and increasingly to

develop the ability to draw thoughtful and balanced conclusions.

Ultimately, providing opportunities for children to personally develop by
immersing themselves in another culture as well as providing an equality of
opportunity so that all pupils can thrive together, is at the heart of the our RE
curriculum ofter. We aim to develop children's understanding, mutual respect
and tolerance allowing pupils’ to gain a greater awareness of their own
assumptions and values about the religious content that they study.

‘Therefore, developing responsible, respectful and active citizens who are able to
play their part and become actively involved in public life as adults in the 21st
Century.



The Accelerated Learning Cycle, based on the work of Alastair Smith, is
applied in all lessons. It stems from the idea of a supportive and challenging
learning environment. The cycle has active engagement through multi-sensory
learning, encourages the demonstrating understanding of learning in a variety
of ways and the consolidation of knowing. It is important that children 'know
more and remember more' about each religion and can articulate what they

know confidently to others

Our curriculum is designed with a core focus on retrieval practice, recognising
its pivotal role in helping students know more and remember more. This intent
is actualised through a dual approach: integrated retrieval within individual
lessons and a structured, subject retrieval practice rota. In-session retrieval
activities are carefully crafted to reinforce key concepts and knowledge,
promoting immediate recall and application. Complementing this, our weekly
retrieval practice rota systematically revisits content across various subjects,
ensuring spaced repetition and interleaving of crucial information. This
comprehensive strategy aims to strengthen neural connections, facilitate the
transfer of knowledge to long-term memory and build increasingly complex
mental models. By embedding retrieval practice as a fundamental aspect of our
curriculum, we strive to enhance our pupils' ability to retain, recall and apply
their learning effectively, thereby fostering deeper understanding and more

robust academic progress.

Our curriculum is ambitious for all pupils, including those children with
SEND. Curriculum designers and teachers have high expectations of what
SEND pupils can achieve and the curriculum is not diluted or unnecessarily
reduced for SEND pupils. Every pupil is different and so what works for each
pupil varies. Pupil’s individual needs are considered and adaptations are

planned to ensure the success of pupils in all subjects.

'The way that our curriculum is designed ensures that chunks of learning are
sequenced in a coherent way to enable all pupils, including those with SEND,

to build on prior knowledge.



Where pupils are identified with having complex needs, it may be appropriate
to provide a personalised curriculum which will be based on individual needs

and will retain ambition for the pupil.

Where working memory is an issue for pupils, including those with SEND,
we look to reduce extraneous load as much as possible as well as identifying
key information when teaching. This helps pupils to pay attention to the

content which they are expected to learn. Adaptations to support individual

pupils will be recorded on personal school support plans.

Pupils specific needs determine the types of adaptations which are required.
'These adaptations are in how the subject is taught rather than the content
pupils are expected to learn. Where appropriate, learning will be chunked into
smaller steps and pre learning and consolidation time in planned in to support
need. Time is also planned to ensure pupils with SEND are pre taught
vocabulary to support their understanding. Adaptations may include
supporting pupils to pay attention to key aspects as well as reducing excessive

or unhelpful demands on working memory.
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KNOWING MORE AND

REMEMBERING MORE

Formative assessment is ongoing throughout each lesson. It judges progress

and enables the teacher to make flexible adaptations to their planned teaching.

'Through this regular ongoing assessment, tasks are matched to the ability of
each child through adapted activities and including adult support, thus

providing a level of challenge that is stimulating for pupils and questioning
skills

Our schools are dedicated to providing a high-quality curriculum that is
ambitious for all pupils. We have a robust system in place to ensure children
are making strong progress in their foundation subjects using the Arbor MIS
platform to conduct summative assessments at key points in the year. The
purpose of these assessments is for our subject leaders and teachers to analyse
pupil understanding against our assessment statements, which are
progressively devised from our taught curriculum. This allows children to
acquire knowledge that builds upon the fundamentals of their prior knowledge

in a well designed curriculum sequence.

As a school, we believe that reflection time is an important step in pupil
learning and progress. We ensure that our pupils are given time to reflect upon
their learning. Reflection helps us to recognise what and how we have learned
and what we need to focus on in the future. Reflection should be about valuing
and encouraging pupil involvement — getting them to share ideas, listen to

each other and develop the confidence to join in.



PARENT INFORMATION

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from all or some aspects of

religious education and/or collective worship. If you wish for your child to be

opted out from sessions, please contact the school office to arrange a meeting

with Senior Leaders.

OUR PROGRESSIVE

CURRICULUM

Religious Education in EYFS

thelr knowledge and sense of the world around them = fram visiting parks, libraries, and

- cultiane, and [LF.10

o mce!

e B Ak S o LR BiLieal wodd SN IReir community. The frequency and range of ehiaren’s perional sXpenents intreates
of society such a3 police officers, murses and firefighters. In addition, lstening to @ broad selection of storles, non-fiction, rymes and poems.
will fester their understanding of cur culturally, socially, technologically and ceclogically diverse world. As witll a3 building impartant knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support understanding across demains. Endiching and widening children's

¥ L e
113 snd Fluid L What does this in adubt 2 I 1 M‘m
Make connections between the features of their Be open to children talking about differences and what they notice. For example, when children ask questions like: "Wy do you Six Key questions. Children in EVFS learn 2t
Tamily and ether families waar 3 searf anourd your bead?” or "How came your halr feels different to mine ¥ Point out the similarities betweon differont differant rates 3nd abdlinias
-3 Rarmidies, a5 well &5 dicussing differences. 1. Why are these words special? through:
= Books of défferent cellures accessible for children in provision and progs e diembe doumo, Ghwall celebration probs in provision. 2. Why are some places ypecial?
3. Bow can faith contribute bo community cohesion? * Playing and exploding —
4. Why sre ometimer ipacial? childron inweitigate and
& What £3a ba lnarned fram the ives ol cignifieant awparinnes thingt snd v 3
peuple of faith? =
Continue to develap positive attudes about the Engure that ressurees reflect the diversity of lfe in medern Britain. Ensourage ehildren to talk sbout the diffevences they natite 6. Heow deland sthers feel about Ife and the universe
ditfaranes batwaan paaple (3-4) Batwean people, whilit slis drvwing their sttentisn to pimdanition Betwosn diffarant lamiliad 3ad communition. Anpwer thalr srsund ut? & Agties hesrning - ehildran
aueitions and entourape didtuition. eaneentrate and kedn oo teving
= LeleDrate 3nd value CUTURIL, TERgoUs 3nd COMMURITY EVEALS AN EXDEMENCES. ELD CRIKIFER 10 AN £ach OIRENS AIMEs. 1 K31 pupits learn: if Ehey encounter aficutties and

ngadelling COnMet pranuniation,

- Talk absut members of their immadiate family and
enmmisity

= NGETLLan IRaY Soms (Hates are spetal 1o
memiers of their community (4-5)

- Fogus en CEL and ghve children app o b able 1o di their own familes and special times (transition)

- Encourage childran to share pictures of thair fxmily snd Biten towhat thay cay abaut the picturer, Using sxamplas fram real life
and from books, show Children Row Ehere are many cefferent families [SUMMEr HUMAIs. SEEsaIW Workl

= Invice visivers from different religiou o share thelr experiences with children,

= Flan topics snound children™s interets .. our own celebrations, why do we cebrbrate Christman, Taster etc storias bebind this snd
from other cultunes such as Diwali, Chinese New Year.

~Recognise thal propic have diferont beliels and
celebrate special times in different ways. (45

e g

“Wae e tuniies fos childvee L engage v v Avein praciioes Uhriughaut Bre curroaham

at appropriate times of the year.
- Holp children to begin to builld 3 rich bank of vocabulary with which to detcribe thelr cwn Bt 3nd the lves of othors.

-Te name some holy boake and talk sbout the staries from them
that thay have hesrd.

enjoy achisvenents,

» Craating and thinking eritically
hav and cevelon

= Plaes of warshic, obpects. artelacts with them.

= The warys of being religicus and how this makes a difference in
a family.

= Mams colebratians amd fecthale that are spadial to each
religion

= St i of religious fuwmdens ur leaders

- Caplore purding questhons that life n the world ghves ws. Talk
about the guastions thay would lke to sk Ged,

their own ideas, make links
between ideas, and develop
strategies far doing things

Early Lanrming Goakt

. Enow some similarities and

ligious and cultural

in Ehit country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in previous clisses.

RE Curriculum Progression in Early Years




Programme of Study for the Barnsley Local Agreed Syllabus:
The Six Key Questions

mean at KeyStage 17
Pupts a3 1o name some holy books ok
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Summary of KS1 & KS2 RE Curriculum Documents
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