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What should I already know?  

• In AD 43, the Romans under the order of 

Emperor Claudius, first invaded Britain 

and Roman rule lasted until AD 410.  
• The Anglo-Saxons settled in Britain when 

the Romans left in AD 410. 

Important information  
The Vikings had left Scandinavia to set out on expedition to raid and settle in Britain.   

The Vikings were great traders and skilled seafarers. They were skilled at farming, fishing, craft work and hunting.  

The Vikings raided and invaded Britain repeatedly, setting up bases and taking land and riches, particularly from monasteries as 
they had easy riches and were not well defended.  

King Alfred of Wessex, also known as Alfred the Great, initially fought the Vikings, also known as the Danes, but then peace was 
agreed and the country was divided. Wessex and Danelaw were created to eventually be united into a united English kingdom.   

As a result, from the conflict between the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings, two new kingdoms grew and Scotland and England became 

firmly established.  
England was ruled by Anglo-Saxon kings as well as Danish kings.  

The Viking and Anglo-Saxon rule came to an end in 1066, during the Battle of Hastings.  
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Historical skills and enquiry  
• Know how the Roman withdrawal contributed to 

Anglo-Saxon settlement.  
• Know reasons why the ‘Angles’, ‘Saxons’ and ‘Jutes’ 

invaded and settled in England. 
• Know that the many people migrated to England from 

Germany (the ‘Angles’ & the ‘Saxons’) and South 

Denmark (the ‘Jutes’) to become the ‘Anglo-Saxons’.  
• Know that Anglo-Saxon Britain was divided into seven 

kingdoms.  

• Know what the religious beliefs were before the spread 
of Christianity and how the spread of Christianity 

impacted Britain. 
• Know what Anglo-Saxon daily life was like for all 

groups of people (e.g. settlements, housing, leisure, 

clothing, beliefs, trade).  
• Know that the Vikings came from the Scandinavian 

countries of Denmark, Norway and Sweden.  
• Know reasons why the Vikings invaded and settled in 

England. 

• Know about significant events from the Viking period 
(e.g. attack on Lindisfarne, invasion of York, the Battle 

of Stanford Bridge, Battle of Hastings) 
• Know what daily life was like for the Vikings (e.g. 

settlements, leisure, clothes, beliefs, trade) 

• Learn the difference between primary and secondary 
sources of evidence when researching 

• Suggest different sources which could be used to find 

out about the period they are studying (e.g. eye witness 
accounts, newspapers, photographs, stories).  

 
 

 

 


