
Curriculum Assessment  

 
At West Meadows, our curriculum content is underpinned by our core drivers of language, 

possibilities and diversity. Our syllabus is designed to cater for the needs of our children in 

the modern world, and we achieve this through the delivery of a knowledge-rich curriculum.  

The delivery of our curriculum is underpinned by educational research into how children 

learn and retain knowledge, and our assessment system is carefully designed to evaluate 

children’s general knowledge of the subject taught as well as the depth of their 

understanding around it. 

 

Formative Assessment 

Day-to-day, teachers assess the needs of the children through various AFL techniques. Each 

lesson begins with a ‘Memory Check’ – the practice of recalling previous learning – to assess 

what the children have remembered from their previous learning. Children are encouraged 

to recall learning from previous lessons, weeks and even years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Throughout the lesson, teachers regularly assess children’s understanding through various 

methods: questioning, quizzing, live feedback/marking during learning, peer and self-

assessment, among many others. Teachers continually assess the needs of the pupils, 

considering their prior learning and progress so that they can effectively plan for the next 

steps in pupil learning. Topics are well sequenced and designed so that children can build up 

knowledge in a logical manner.  

Teachers embed the key vocabulary and concepts needed for a topic through explicit 

teaching of language. Topic-specific language is gathered through Glossaries, which children 

add to every lesson. A minimum of two words are added every lesson to enhance children’s 

topic-related vocabulary. In addition to this, Key Concepts are taught so that children can 

build up a repertoire of broader, subject-specific words that they can carry forward to the 

next stage of their learning. Concepts such as ‘agriculture’, ‘democracy’, ‘tax’, which appear 

frequently throughout the school curriculum, are taught and subsequently embedded 

through regular retrieval practice activities such as Memory Checks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lessons often end with an ‘Exit Ticket’, where appropriate, to assess children’s understanding 

and confidence of their short-term learning before moving on to the next stage.  

 

Summative Assessment 

The knowledge of our children is assessed through two main channels: pre and post-topic 

quizzes, and essay questions.  

Pre and Post-Topic Quizzes 

At the start of a unit, children are given a short quiz of approximately 10 questions to assess 

their base understanding and general knowledge of the topic. Children are then given the 



test again at the end of the unit to demonstrate the progress they have made throughout the 

topic. 

 

Essay Questions 

At the end of a unit of learning, children are given the opportunity to demonstrate their deep 

understanding of a topic by answering an Essay Question designed to prompt the children to 

explain and think carefully about what they have learned.  

Examples include: 

• How did the Ancient Greeks influence the modern world? (History, Year 6)  

• What is the legacy of the Romans in Britain? (History, Year 5) 

• What is the impact of deforestation on the world? (Geography, Year 4) 

• Explain what life was like in Ancient Egypt. (History, Year 3) 

• The Titanic should not have sunk because… (History, Year 2)  

• How is Barnsley different to the coast? (Geography, Year 1)  

These questions enable children to explain the impact of their topics on the wider world, and 

to make links between different eras, subjects and locations throughout the globe. Effective 

answers to the above questions will demonstrate that a child has not just remembered their 

learning, but is able to explain and apply their knowledge in context while acknowledging the 

importance of the topic to our modern world.   

 

 



 

 

 

 


